
ACCESS FOR ALL CHILDREN                                         

All children access music lessons. Teachers 
ensure learning  barriers are minimised 

through modelled & scaffolded examples, 
small steps, clear instructions, success crite-

ria, consistent vocabulary & appropriate 
support from peers; teachers & are careful 
to support children in coping with & enjoy-
ing Music’s sensory nature. Music enables 
all children to achieve, experience & enjoy 

success in different ways . 

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 

Matthew 5:16 

MUSIC                               

Learning Journey 

RESPECT PEDAGOGY                                                    
Children learn through listening to compo-
sitions from different periods and cultures 
& discussing & appraising them. They per-

form through singing &  playing instru-
ments, improvise & compose, exploring 
their learning creatively  and drawing on 

their growing knowledge of the dimensions 
of music, musical vocabulary &  rich cultural 
history. Children are encouraged to be crea-

tive & have fun with their learning. 

SUBJECT OVERVIEW At Ellison Boulters we follow the Charanga scheme of work.  Within each unit of learning children revisit existing knowledge (substantive knowledge-facts) and skills (disciplinary knowledge) and then build upon and extend them incrementally. In this manner, learning is consolidated and    

developed, nurturing increasing musical confidence and competence. Each lesson has a song around which the musical learning is centred, taking children through a sequence of listening, appraising, singing, performing, composing, improvising & discussion.  Children bring their own preferences and experiences 

(personal knowledge) into lessons, justifying views, choices & decisions  with use of musical vocabulary. Listening and appraisal runs through all areas of lessons as pupils evaluate either the work of musicians, peers or themselves. Our music room is well resourced allowing children to explore, play and  compose 

with a variety of instruments from different cultures and genres. Respect is a fundamental value in our school and children are expected to care for the equipment and to honour each other’s work with applause and critiquing that is helpful, to kind and specific. Opportunities to create and compose, perform,    

evaluate and appraise are supported by skills teaching, consistent use of technical vocabulary and listening to  diverse musical styles, singers, periods , genres and performance types. Each age group performs to parents and the rest of school through either a musical, nativity or instrumental work. The curriculum is 

enhanced with opportunities for musical tuition from peripatetic teachers and opportunities for clubs including the Young Voices choir who enjoy the opportunity of performing at an arena event. In Year B of Year 3 and Year 4 Term 1 & 2 are interchangeable with Term 5 & Term 6 depending on the availability of 

the LMS team. Cross curricular links are made where appropriate. Children are encouraged to associate music with emotions and to see music as a way to express themselves through listening choices, performance and composition. Children shine in many ways through music, there is something for everyone.  

 In EYFS children join the singing , in 

unison, and enact the Nativity. 

Children sing in unison, find the pulse/beat and 

show it through movement, clap back simple 

rhythms and names. 

Children make suggestions about song actions 

and play rhythms on instruments. 

The foci of the unit are pitch, rhythm & pulse/

beat. Children begin exploring improvisation. 

Children start learning to sing in unison and explore 

finding the beat and clapping it or showing it in other 

actions eg marching. 

      MY STORIES                                             
CHARANGA  

 THE KS1 &  EYFS  NATIVITY 

 
   ME   

CHARANGA  
OUR WORLD                                         

CHARANGA  

EVERYONE                                             

CHARANGA 

BIG BEAR FUNK                                   
CHARANGA                                                                           

 The focus is improvisation. Children use two or three 

notes and have a go playing or singing on their own. 
They explore and have fun with music  

Children learn that music and deliberate use of instruments 
& interrelated dimensions of music can be used to tell a 
story or express emotions through dynamics, tempo, being 
smooth or disconnected 

Learning is built on one song: The Dragon Song. It is 

explored through games, observation of the dimen-

sions of music, singing & playing instruments. 

Children explore the duration, rhythm pitch 

and dynamic of sounds and create their own 

simple melodies 

All children learn & sing the songs in the            

nativity  expressively using clear articulation & 

aiming for accurate pitch 

Children sing and listen to find and keep a 

steady pulse/beat  by marching, clapping or 

swaying in time 

EXPLORING IMPROVISATION MMC INVENTING A MUSICAL STORY                   
MMC 

              EXPLORING SOUNDS MMC (T3) &                                                             

DRAGON SONG FREESTYLE CHARANGA UNIT (T4) 

MY MUSICAL HEARTBEAT MMC (T1)                                                                         

THE KS1 &  EYFS NATIVITY   (T2)                                                                           

            RECOGNISING DIFFERENT 

SOUNDS MMC 

BRINGING US TOGETHER                         
CHARANGA  

 PLAYING IN AN MMC (T3)                                                                                                        

EXPLORING FEELINGS  MMC (T4)   

THE KS1 &  EYFS NATIVITY   (T2)                                                                           DANCE SING & PLAY MMC 

Children explore through improvisation & composi-
tion around newly learnt songs, using 3-5 notes 
from the pentatonic scale. They sing in 2 parts. 

Listening is important. You can listen with your eyes & ears 
&  you can also feel sound in your body. Children  build on 
prior learning to identify instruments and to use pitch, 
dynamics, tempo, rhythm and beat to express emotion 

Playing together is an important part of learning music. 

One group musicians play in is the orchestra.  Learn about 

the instruments and listen to them playing in the orchestra 

All children learn & sing the songs in the            

nativity  expressively using clear articulation & 

aiming for accurate pitch. 

As the children  dance, sing, and play instruments 
with the music, they explore sounds and how changes 
of beat, pitch, duration  and  rhythm affect the music. 

Sometimes, the music we hear highlights the words we are singing 

with a special effect in the music on a particular song lyric to make 

that word stand out. We  explore how special effects in music can 

make  words we sing more meaningful & communicate  moods 

Children use their imagination to tell a story. They 
write a melody or find sounds that represent the story 
they want to tell 

Music helps us express our feelings. It can be loud/quiet, fast/ 
slow, smooth/connected or short/detached. Instruments with 
different sounds help communicate different emotions. We 
explore music and try to connect our feelings with what we hear 

Children explore the structure of songs. There are patterns in 

songs including listening, singing, playing & improvising, intro-

duction, verse, & chorus are others. Children learn when to 

improvise & identify sections of the music that change or repeat 

Children continue to develop their improvisation skills 
whilst drawing on prior learning and using their work to 
express themselves emotionally and with dynamic     
relevance 

 MAMMA MIA CHARANGA FREESTYLE UNIT                                                         

EXPLORING FEELINGS WHEN YOU PLAY 

 COMPOSING USING YOUR IMAGINATION CHARANGA MMC  (T3) &                                                                        
FEELINGS THROUGH MUSIC(T4) 

 ENJOYING IMPAROVISTION(T5)                                                                                     

EXPRESSION & IMPROVISATION(T6) 

 WRITING MUSIC DOWN( T1)                                                                           

PLAYING IN A BAND (T2) 
 MUSICAL SHOW  WHOLE POD INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE  WITH LMS (T5 & 6)   SAMBA 

THE FRESH PRINCE of BEL-AIR (T5 and 6) 

Building on the previous unit, children read the notation of an 
easy instrumental part when playing together as a band . They 
are introduced to paired quavers.  Children work together to 
create beautiful harmonies 

 MUSICAL : Children show case the dimensions of music through performance: expressive sing-
ing, instrumental playing, team work and enthusiasm for performance 

 LMS provide whole class instrumental tuition leading to a performance for parents and the whole school. For 2  

weeks of every 3. On the third lesson of each 3 learning is focused around one song: The Fresh Prince of Bel Air: 

games, elements of music (pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), singing & playing instruments are all used in a performance  

 Musical show:                                                                                                                                                   

Children show case all the dimensions of music through performance: expressive singing, instru-

mental playing, composition when appropriate 

If we play three or more pitches together, we can create 
chords in music. Chords provide the basis for accompani-
ment in music. Children learn about chords and create an                  
accompaniment with chords.  

 Plastic song and video project. Children research 

the subject of plastic pollution, write their own 

rap and video performance.  

A melody is a group of notes played one after another. Harmony 

means notes which are played at the same time, like chords. We 

explore the voices that sing the melodies and the instruments 

used within the music  to create the harmonies 

Learning is presented with  integrated activities where games, 
dimensions of music, singing and playing instruments are all 
linked. As well as learning to sing, play, improvise and compose 
with this song, children will listen and appraise other Pop 
Ballads. Children play recorders 

 MUSICAL SHOW COMPOSING & CHORDS                  

MMC        

PLASTIC                                                

CHARANGA  
 MAKE YOU FEEL MY LOVE Charanga                                                                            

MELODY & HARMONY IN MUSIC MMC 

 MUSICAL SHOW  CLASSROOM JAZZ  CHARANGA  (T3) &                                                                               

MUSICAL STYLES CONNECT US (T4) 
  LIVING ON A PRAYER CHARANGA  (T1)                                                                                                

SPACE COMPOSITION USING MUSIC TECHNOLOGY  YUMU (T2) 

 Children use Music Notepad to write a melody of 4,6,8 

or 12 bars and  incorporate all dimesnions of music as 

appropriate to create an expressive composition, 

Children will identify the structure,& genre of two 

pieces: Three Note Bossa and Five Note Swing & will 

compose in the style of both the Bossa Nova & swing.  

Children use technology (Yu Studio) and  chords in their           
compositions. They consider how the music should be per-
formed, eg smoothly/legato and  develop rehearsal techniques. 

Children identify the structure and genre of the 

song, sing it and compose using 7 notes & play            

instrumental parts. 

YEAR B 

YEAR A 

YEAR B 

 YEAR A 

YEAR B 

Y3/4 

Yr R 

Y1/2 

Y5/6 Y7 

YEAR A 

KEY   Performance   Improvisation & Composition  Dimensions of Music   
 

Y5/6 ENRICHMENT 
Annual summer show 
Christmas entertainment 
Tuition for  guitar and woodwind 
on offer 
Young Voices 
 

Y3/4 ENRICHMENT                                                      
Y3/4 musical production                                        
Christmas songs in classes                                        
Young Voices                                                           
Instrumental lessons: guitar, French horn , 
trombone, cornet, flute, clarinet   saxophone         

Y1/2 ENRICHMENT                                          

Singing songs in the Nativity performance 

for parents 

EYFS singing 

songs in  Nativity 

performance   for 

parents                 

WHOLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT  
Demonstrations Rock Steady                                  
I-sing pop week with concert for parents 
& collective worship songs (new songs 
every 2-4 years) 

ENRICHMENT   Y6 Church School’s Festival                                                     
 

Young Voices choir and school sing at                 
Christmas Tree lighting              

When voices or instruments play different pitches together 
at the same time, we can hear harmony in music! Children 
explore the voices & instruments used in this unit & 
identify instruments and how & when harmony takes place  

Musical show: show case all the dimensions of music through performance: expressive singing, instrumental 

playing, composition when appropriate , team work and enthusiasm for expressive performance                                                                                                                             

Children work on the song Mamma Mia incorporating 

instrumental parts and their own improvisations 

and compositions; they appraise other Abba songs 

Long/short (rhythm) and high/low (pitch) sounds are represent-

ed by musical symbols. These symbols are written on a stave. 

Children read and use minims, crotchets and quavers, pitched 

notes and they meet time signatures 

WHOLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT                                     

Pantomime Christmas performance 

and KS2 Christmas Entertainment 

Practise songs & improvise  using 1-2 

notes & (un)tuned percussion . 

Y3/4 ENRICHMENT                                           
Children enjoy whole class instrumental tuition 
with the Lincolnshire Music Service leading to 
a  samba performance by  all of Y3 & 4 for 
parents & the whole school. 

WHOLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT                                    

Children sing in class assemblies to parents 

and rest of school 

Y2-Y5 ENRICHMENT   Demonstration  on brass, 
woodwind & guitar—tuition instruments  


