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The devel op ment of chil dren’ s spoken l anguage underpi ns all seven areas of l earni ng and devel op ment. Childr en’ s back- and-f orth i nteracti ons from an earl y age for m the f oundati ons f or l anguage and cogni ti ve devel op ment. The 

nu mber and quality of the conversati ons they have wi th adul ts and peers throughout the day i n a l anguage-ri ch envi ron ment i s cruci al. By commenti ng on what chil dren are i nterested i n or doi ng, and echoi ng back what they say wi th 

new vocabul ary added, practiti oners will buil d chil dren' s l anguage effecti vel y. Readi ng frequentl y to chil dren, and engagi ng the m acti vel y i n stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms, and then provi di ng the m wi th extensi ve 

opport uni ti es to use and embed new wor ds i n a range of cont exts, will gi ve chil dren the opport uni ty to thrive. Thr ough conversati on, story-telli ng and rol e pl ay, wher e chil dren share thei r i deas wi th support and modelli ng from thei r 

teacher, and sensi ti ve questi oni ng that i nvites the m t o el aborate, chil dren become comf ortabl e usi ng a ri ch range of vocabul ary and l anguage struct ures.  
Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will be abl e to understand 
how t o listen caref ull y and know why 
it is i mportant. 
 
Chil dren will listen caref ully to 
rhy mes and songs, payi ng attenti on 
to how they sound. Thi s will conti nue 
throughout the year. 

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will begi n to understand 
how and why questi ons.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will l earn to ask 
questi ons to fi nd out mor e.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 

Understandi ng 

 

Chil dren will retell a story and 

foll ow a story prompt wi thout 

pi ctures or props to buil d 

fa mili arity and understandi ng.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will be abl e to understand a 
questi on such as who, what, where, 
when, why and how.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & Understandi ng 

 

Chil dren will be abl e to have 

conversati ons wi th adul ts and peers wi th 

back- and-f orth exchanges.  

Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will tal k i n front of s mall 
gr oups and thei r teacher offeri ng 
thei r own i deas and j oi n i n wi t h 
soci al phrases. 

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will use new vocabul ary 
throughout the day.  

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will tal k i n sentences 
usi ng conj uncti ons e. g. and, 
because 
 
Chil dren to conti nue to use new 
vocabul ary i n different contexts. 

● Speaki ng 

 

Chil dren will engage i n non-fi cti on 

books and to use new vocabul ary 

i n different contexts. 

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will use tal k to organi se, 
sequence, and cl arify thi nking, i deas, 
feeli ngs and events wi th detail. 
 
Chil dren to conti nue to use new 
vocabul ary i n different contexts.  

Speaki ng 

 

Chil dren will use tal k i n sentences usi ng a 

range of tenses.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & Understandi ng ELG 

Li sten attenti vel y and respond to what they hear wi th rel evant questi ons, comments and acti ons when bei ng read to and duri ng whol e cl ass di scussi ons and s mall group i nteracti ons. Make co mments about what they have hear d and 

ask questi ons to cl arify thei r understandi ng. Hol d conversati on when engaged i n back- and-f orth exchanges wi t h thei r teacher and peers. 

 

Speaki ng ELG 

Parti ci pate i n s mall group, cl ass and one-to- one di scussi ons, offeri ng thei r own ideas, usi ng recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary. Off er expl anati ons f or why thi ngs mi ght happen, maki ng use of recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary from stori es, 

non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms when appr opri ate.  Expr ess thei r i deas and feeli ngs about thei r experi ences usi ng f ull sentences, i ncl udi ng use of past, present and future tenses and maki ng use of conj uncti ons, wi th modelli ng and 

support from thei r teacher.  

Li nks to KS1 

readi ness    

Li steni ng Skills  
To listen to ot hers i n a range of situati ons and usuall y respond appr opri atel y. 
Foll owi ng I nstructi on 
To understand i nstructi ons wi t h mor e than one poi nt i n many situati ons.  
Aski ng and Ans weri ng Questi ons  
To begi n to ask questi ons that are li nked to the topi c bei ng di scussed.  
To ans wer questi ons on a wi der range of topi cs (someti mes may onl y be one- wor d ans wers). 

Vocabul ary buil di ng and standar d English  
To use appr opri ate vocabul ary to descri be thei r i mmedi ate worl d and feeli ngs.  
To thi nk of alternati ves for si mpl e vocabul ary choi ces.  
Speaki ng f or a range of purposes  
To organi se thei r thoughts i nto sent ences bef ore expressi ng the m.  
To be abl e to descri be thei r i mmedi ate worl d and envi ron ment.  
To retell si mpl e stori es and recounts al oud.  
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Dr a ma, perf or mance and confi dence  
To speak cl earl y i n a way that is easy to understand.  
To speak i n front of l arger audi ences, e. g. i n a cl ass asse mbl y, duri ng a show ‘ n’ tell sessi on.  
To know when it is thei r turn to speak i n a s mall group presentati on or pl ay perfor mance.  
To take part i n a si mpl e role pl ay of a known story. 
 

Parti ci pati on i n a range of di scussi on  
To recogni se when it is thei r turn to speak i n a di scussion.  
To recogni se that different peopl e will have different responses and that that these are as val uabl e as thei r own 

opi ni ons and i deas.  
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It is cruci al for chil dren to devel op a life-l ong l ove of readi ng. Readi ng consi sts of two di mensi ons: l anguage co mpr ehensi on and wor d readi ng. Language compr ehensi on ( necessary for bot h readi ng and wri ti ng) starts from bi rth. It 

onl y devel ops when adul ts tal k wi th chil dren about the worl d around the m and the books (stori es and non-ficti on) they read wi th the m, and enj oy rhy mes, poe ms and songs toget her. Skill ed wor d readi ng, taught l ater, i nvol ves bot h 

the speedy worki ng out of the pronunci ati on of unf ami li ar pri nted wor ds ( decodi ng) and the speedy recogni ti on of famili ar pri nted wor ds. Wri ti ng i nvol ves transcri pti on (spelli ng and handwri ti ng) and composi ti on (arti cul ati ng i deas 

and struct uri ng the m i n speech, bef ore writi ng). I n li ne wi th the rest of the school, Phoni cs is taught foll owi ng the Littl e Wandl e Letters and Sounds progra mme.  
Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to tal k about the stori es 
they have hear d, recalli ng so me 
characters and events that 
happened. Chil dren to j oi n i n wi th 
fa mili ar rhy mes and songs.  

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to retell the key events 
i n stori es and start to recall facts 
from non-fi cti on. Chil dren to tal k 
about what has happened in the 
story so far. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to descri be the key 
events i n stori es or rhy mes i n 
some detail, to recall facts from 
non-fi cti ons texts and predict 
what mi ght happen next i n a 
story. Chil dren to use the 
l anguage they have hear d in 
stori es i n thei r pl ay and 
di scussi ons  

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to seek fa mili ar texts or 

stori es to re-read i n the book area. 

Chil dren to request favourite 

stori es and poe ms f or exampl e 

duri ng Vot e f or a story. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to expl ai n what they have 

read or has been read to the m. 

Chil dren to retell si mpl e stori es usi ng 

thei r own wor ds and recentl y 

i ntroduced vocabul ary. Childr en to 

share a favourite book wi th a fri end, 

retelli ng the story i n thei r own way 

repeati ng known phrases fro m t he 

text. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to anti ci pate – where 

appr opri ate – key events i n stori es. 

Chil dren to offer expl anati ons f or why 

thi ngs mi ght happen, maki ng use of 

recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary from 

stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms 

when appr opri ate.  

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 2 

Chil dren to hear and say the Phase 2 

sounds i n cvc wor ds and start to 

bl end the sounds toget her to read 

some cvc wor ds.  

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 2 

Chil dren to conti nue to hear and 

say the Phase 2 sounds i n cvc 

wor ds and devel op thei r blendi ng 

skills to read cvc wor ds. Chi l dren 

to begi n to recogni se HF W.  

Chil dren to begi n to read so me 

si mpl e capti ons, e. g. the cat and 

the dog 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 3 

Chil dren to recogni se and say all 

Phase 2 si ngl e sounds and start to 

i dentify some di graphs. Chi l dren 

to read wor ds wi th doubl e l etters 

and l onger wor ds. Chil dren to 

read capti ons and sent ences.  

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 3 

Chil dren to read wor ds whi ch 

contai n t wo or mor e di graphs,  

compound wor ds and pl ural s. 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 4 

Chil dren to read short vowel cvcc, 

ccvc, ccvcc and cccvc wor ds. Chil dren 

al so to read root wor ds wi th i ng, ed, 

est endi ngs. 

 

 

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 4 

Chil dren to read l ong vowel cvcc, ccvc, 

cccvc and ccvcc wor ds.  Chi l dren to read 

root wor ds endi ng i n i ng, ed, er, est. 
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Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to use tal k to li nk ideas, 

cl arify thi nki ng and feeli ngs. They will 

wri te thei r na me by copyi ng it from a 

na me card or try to wri te it from 

me mor y.  Some chil dren may begi n 

to wri te some i niti al sounds such as 

‘ m’ for mu m.  

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to orall y seg ment sounds i n 

si mpl e wor ds, e. g. c-a-t. and say the 

i niti al sounds i n most wor ds.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to draw li nes and ci rcl es and 

wri te some recogni sabl e l etters from 

thei r na me.  

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to seg ment cvc wor ds 

and attempt to wri te the m usi ng 

phoni c sounds that have been 

taught. They may begi n to wri te 

short phrases wi th support and 

know there i s a sound/sy mbol 

rel ati onshi p. Chil dren will wri te 

l etters and stri ngs, sometimes i n 

cl usters li ke wor ds.  

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to wri te thei r own na me 

and i dentify known l etters to 

mat ch i niti al sounds ( phase 2). 

They will al so match some phase 

2 l etters and sounds ( GPC). The 

chil dren will al so wri te VC and 

some CVC wor ds and l abel s e. g. 

c- a-t.  

 
Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren will for m l etters fro m 

thei r na me correctl y, focussi ng 

on modelli ng comf ortabl e pen 

gri p. They will begi n to f orm 

ot her recogni sabl e l etters from 

Phase 2 phoni cs usi ng the Littl e 

Wa ndl e l etter for mati on phrases.  

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to orall y compose a 

capti on and hol d it i n thei r 

me mor y bef ore attempti ng to 

wri te it ( wi th support).   

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to wri te VC and CVC 

wor ds i ndependentl y usi ng 

taught Phase 2 graphe mes.   

 

Handwri ti ng:   

Chil dren to show a domi nant 

hand and write from l eft to ri ght 

and top to bottom, f or mi ng 

recogni sabl e l etters. Foll owi ng 

modelli ng, chil dren to use the 

tri pod fi nger grasp when writi ng, 

pai nti ng, chal ki ng etc.  

 

Chil dren to retrace verti cal li nes 

and worki ng on i mpr ovi ng 

anti cl ock wi se move ments. When 

wri ti ng wor ds, chil dren to lear n 

to control thei r l etter si ze.  

 

Chil dren to be gi ven regul ar 
remi nders about post ure when 
wor ki ng at tabl es: forear ms on 
the tabl e and feet fl at on the 
fl oor. 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to wri te short capti ons 

i ndependentl y. They will also begi n 

to wri te a si mpl e sent ence wi t h 

support. 

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to seg ment to spell wor ds 

i ndependentl y usi ng Phase 2 and 

some taught Phase 3 di graphs. 

Chil dren to al so spell some HF W 

i ndependentl y, e. g the, to etc.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to hol d a pencil effecti vel y 

to f or m recogni sabl e l etters (all 

l owercase l etters). 

 

Chil dren to start usi ng some capi tal 

l etters (uppercase) when writi ng 

and know how to f or m cl ear 

ascenders and descenders. 

 

Focus on devel opi ng a comfortabl e 

way of wri ti ng – tri pod pencil gri p, 

posi ti on on paper, writi ng from l eft 

to wri te when wri ti ng. 

Anti cl ock wi se move ments 

focussed; chil dren shoul d be abl e 

to retrace verti cal li nes.  

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to conti nue devel opi ng the 

ability to wri te capti ons and short 

sent ences i ndependentl y. They can 

al so read thei r writi ng back to 

the msel ves.  

 

Spelli ng:    

Chil dren to spell wor ds by drawi ng on 

knowl edge of known graphe me 

correspondences. Chil dren to make 

phoneti call y pl ausi bl e attempts when 

wri ti ng mor e compl ex unknown 

wor ds.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to f or m most l ower-case 

l etters correctl y, starti ng and 

fi ni shi ng i n the ri ght pl ace, goi ng the 

ri ght way round and correctl y 

ori entat ed. Chil dren to i nclude 

spaces bet ween wor ds wi th support. 

 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:  

Chil dren to wri te short sentences wi th 

wor ds wi th known l etter-sound 

correspondences usi ng a capi tal l etter 

and f ull stop. Chil dren to also wri te 

di fferent text for ms f or different 

pur poses (e. g., lists, si mpl e stori es, 

i nstructi ons). They can read thei r own 

sent ences and so can teachers.  

 

Spelli ng:  

Chil dren to spell wor ds by drawi ng on 

knowl edge of known graphe me 

correspondences. Chil dren to make 

phoneti call y pl ausi bl e attempts when 

wri ti ng mor e compl ex unknown wor ds.  

Chil dren to al so spell mor e HF W 

i ndependentl y, e. g. he, she, we, be, me  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to use a pencil confi dentl y to 

wri te l etters that can be cl earl y 

recogni sed and f or m some capi tal l etters 

correctl y. Chil dren to i ndependentl y use 

fi nger spaces bet ween thei r wor ds.  

 

Co mpr ehensi on ELG: De monstrate understandi ng of what has been read to them by retelli ng stori es and narrati ves usi ng thei r own wor ds and recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary. Anti ci pate (wher e appr opri ate) key events i n stori es. Use 

and understand recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary duri ng di scussi ons about stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms and duri ng rol e pl ay.  

 

Wor d Readi ng ELG: Say a sound f or each l etter i n the al phabet and at l east 10 digraphs. Read wor ds consi stent wi th thei r phoni c knowl edge by sound- bl endi ng. Read al oud si mpl e sentences and books that are consi stent wi th thei r 

phoni c knowl edge, i ncl udi ng some common excepti on wor ds.  

 

Wri ti ng ELG: Wri te recogni sabl e l etters, most of whi ch are correctl y for med. Spell wor ds by i dentifyi ng sounds i n the m and representi ng the sounds wi th a l etter or l etters. Wri te si mpl e phrases and sent ences that can be read by 

ot hers. 

Li nks to KS1 

readi ness    

Lear ni ng to Read 
 Devel opi ng phone mi c knowl edge through ALS phoni cs and ot her phoni c opport uni ti es.  
 Devel opi ng a knowl edge of stori es i ncl udi ng rhy me and i dentify the rhy mi ng words wi thi n the m.   
 Devel opi ng thei r skills and abiliti es to compr ehend wi thi n fa mili ar stori es, and from pi ctures i n ill ustrated stori es.  

 
Readi ng to Learn 
Devel opi ng thei r skills and abiliti es i n retelli ng fa mili ar stori es. 

Lear ni ng to Wri te  
 Hol ds pencil s, pens and ot her marki ng maki ng tool s appr opri atel y so that they can make marks i n an i ncreasi ngl y 

controll ed way.  
 To expl ore l anguage and vocabul ary i n stori es and the envi ron ment, and begi n to use the m accuratel y when 

tal ki ng.  
  

Wri ti ng to Lear n  
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Recogni si ng that books have i nf or mati on that hel ps the m t o l earn.  
 
Readi ng f or Enj oy ment  

 Routi nel y accessi ng pi cture books and stori es 
 Li steni ng to ot hers expressivel y tell stori es.  
 Lear ni ng that stori es and books can put the m i n i magi nary worl ds full of advent ure and excitement.  

 Wri te i ndependentl y to communi cate thei r thoughts and i deas about thei r li ved experi ences.  
 Wri te wor ds and sent ences to hel p the m t o reme mber what they have done.  
  

Wri ti ng f or Enj oy ment  
Have opport uni ti es to make marks, and then to wri te about thi ngs i n the worl d around the m t hat they are inspi red 
to wri te about.  
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 The devel op ment of chil dren’ s spoken l anguage underpi ns all seven areas of l earni ng and devel op ment. Childr en’ s back- and-f orth i nteracti ons from an earl y age for m the f oundati ons f or l anguage and cogni ti ve devel op ment. The 

nu mber and quality of the conversati ons they have wi th adul ts and peers throughout the day i n a l anguage-ri ch envi ron ment i s cruci al. By commenti ng on what chil dren are i nterested i n or doi ng, and echoi ng back what they say wi th 
new vocabul ary added, practiti oners will buil d chil dren' s l anguage effecti vel y. Readi ng frequentl y to chil dren, and engagi ng the m acti vel y i n stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms, and then provi di ng the m wi th extensi ve 
opport uni ti es to use and embed new wor ds i n a range of cont exts, will gi ve chil dren the opport uni ty to thrive. Thr ough conver sati on, story-telli ng and rol e pl ay, wher e chil dren share thei r i deas wi th support and modelli ng from thei r 
teacher, and sensi ti ve questi oni ng that i nvites the m t o el aborate, chil dren become comf ortabl e usi ng a ri ch range of vocabul ary and l anguage struct ures.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will be abl e to understand 
how t o listen caref ull y and know why 
it is i mportant. 
 

Chil dren will listen caref ully to 
rhy mes and songs, payi ng attenti on 
to how they sound. Thi s will conti nue 
throughout the year. 

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will begi n to understand 
how and why questi ons.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will l earn to ask 
questi ons to fi nd out mor e.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 

Understandi ng 

 

Chil dren will retell a story and 

foll ow a story prompt wi thout 

pi ctures or props to buil d 

fa mili arity and understandi ng.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & 
Understandi ng 
 
Chil dren will be abl e to understand a 
questi on such as who, what, where, 
when, why and how.  

Li steni ng, Attenti on & Understandi ng 

 

Chil dren will be abl e to have 

conversati ons wi th adul ts and peers wi th 

back- and-f orth exchanges.  

Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will tal k i n front of s mall 
gr oups and thei r teacher offeri ng 
thei r own i deas and j oi n i n wi t h 
soci al phrases. 

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will use new vocabul ary 
throughout the day.  

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will tal k i n sentences 
usi ng conj uncti ons e. g. and, 
because 
 
Chil dren to conti nue to use new 
vocabul ary i n different contexts. 

● Speaki ng 

 

Chil dren will engage i n non-fi cti on 

books and to use new vocabul ary 

i n different contexts. 

● Speaki ng 
 
Chil dren will use tal k to organi se, 
sequence, and cl arify thi nking, i deas, 
feeli ngs and events wi th detail. 
 
Chil dren to conti nue to use new 
vocabul ary i n different contexts.  

Speaki ng 

 

Chil dren will use tal k i n sentences usi ng a 

range of tenses.  
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Li steni ng, Attenti on & Understandi ng ELG 

Li sten attenti vel y and respond to what they hear wi th rel evant questi ons, comments and acti ons when bei ng read to and duri ng whol e cl ass di scussi ons and s mall group i nteracti ons. Make co mments about what they have hear d and 

ask questi ons to cl arify thei r understandi ng. Hol d conversati on when engaged i n back- and-f orth exchanges wi t h thei r teacher and peers.  
 

Speaki ng ELG 

Parti ci pate i n s mall group, cl ass and one-to- one di scussi ons, offeri ng thei r own ideas, usi ng recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary. Off er expl anati ons f or why thi ngs mi ght happen, maki ng use of recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary from stori es, 

non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms when appr opri ate.  Expr ess thei r i deas and feeli ngs about thei r experi ences usi ng f ull sentences, i ncl udi ng use of past, present and future tenses and maki ng use of conj uncti ons, wi th modelli ng and 

support from thei r teacher.  

Li nks to KS1 

readi ness    

Li steni ng Skills  
To listen to ot hers i n a range of situati ons and usuall y respond appr opri atel y. 
Foll owi ng I nstructi on 
To understand i nstructi ons wi t h mor e than one poi nt i n many situati ons.  
Aski ng and Ans weri ng Questi ons  
To begi n to ask questi ons that are li nked to the topi c bei ng di scussed.  
To ans wer questi ons on a wi der range of topi cs (someti mes may onl y be one- wor d ans wers). 
Dr a ma, perf or mance and confi dence  
To speak cl earl y i n a way that is easy to understand.  
To speak i n front of l arger audi ences, e. g. i n a cl ass asse mbl y, duri ng a show ‘ n’ tell sessi on.  
To know when it is thei r turn to speak i n a s mall group presentati on or pl ay perfor mance.  
To take part i n a si mpl e role pl ay of a known story.  

Vocabul ary buil di ng and standar d English  
To use appr opri ate vocabul ary to descri be thei r i mmedi ate worl d and feeli ngs.  
To thi nk of alternati ves for si mpl e vocabul ary choi ces.  
Speaki ng f or a range of purposes  
To organi se thei r thoughts i nto sent ences bef ore expressi ng the m.  
To be abl e to descri be thei r i mmedi ate worl d and envi ron ment.  
To retell si mpl e stori es and recounts al oud.  
Parti ci pati on i n a range of di scussi on  
To recogni se when it is thei r turn to speak i n a di scussion.  
To recogni se that different peopl e will have different responses and that that these are as val uabl e as thei r own 

opi ni ons and i deas.  
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Arcti c Ani mal s 
 
 
 

 

Our Ho mes  
 

Ho mes Thr ough Hi story All Ar ound the Worl d 

 

Happy Holi days 
 
 
 

It is cruci al for chil dren to devel op a life-l ong l ove of readi ng. Readi ng consi sts of two di mensi ons: l anguage co mpr ehensi on and wor d readi ng. Language compr ehensi on ( necessary for bot h readi ng and wri ti ng) starts from bi rth. It 
onl y devel ops when adul ts tal k wi th chil dren about the worl d around the m and the books (stori es and non-ficti on) they read wi th the m, and enj oy rhy mes, poe ms and songs toget her. Skill ed wor d readi ng, taught l ater, i nvol ves bot h 
the speedy worki ng out of the pronunci ati on of unf ami li ar pri nted wor ds ( decodi ng) and the speedy recogni ti on of famili ar pri nted wor ds. Wri ti ng i nvol ves transcri pti on (spelli ng and handwri ti ng) and composi ti on (arti cul ati ng i deas 
and struct uri ng the m i n speech, bef ore writi ng). I n li ne wi th the rest of the school, Phoni cs is taught foll owi ng the Littl e Wandl e Letters and Sounds progra mme.  
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Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to tal k about the stori es 
they have hear d, recalli ng so me 
characters and events that 
happened. Chil dren to j oi n i n wi th 
fa mili ar rhy mes and songs.  

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to retell the key events 
i n stori es and start to recall facts 
from non-fi cti on. Chil dren to tal k 
about what has happened in the 
story so far. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to descri be the key 
events i n stori es or rhy mes i n 
some detail, to recall facts from 
non-fi cti ons texts and predict 
what mi ght happen next i n a 
story. Chil dren to use the 
l anguage they have hear d in 
stori es i n thei r pl ay and 
di scussi ons  

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to seek fa mili ar texts or 

stori es to re-read i n the book area. 

Chil dren to request favourite 

stori es and poe ms f or exampl e 

duri ng Vot e f or a story. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to expl ai n what they have 

read or has been read to the m. 

Chil dren to retell si mpl e stori es usi ng 

thei r own wor ds and recentl y 

i ntroduced vocabul ary. Childr en to 

share a favourite book wi th a fri end, 

retelli ng the story i n thei r own way 

repeati ng known phrases fro m t he 

text. 

Co mpr ehensi on 

Chil dren to anti ci pate – where 

appr opri ate – key events i n stori es. 

Chil dren to offer expl anati ons f or why 

thi ngs mi ght happen, maki ng use of 

recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary from 

stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms 

when appr opri ate.  

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 2 

Chil dren to hear and say the Phase 2 

sounds i n cvc wor ds and start to 

bl end the sounds toget her to read 

some cvc wor ds.  

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 2 

Chil dren to conti nue to hear and 

say the Phase 2 sounds i n cvc 

wor ds and devel op thei r blendi ng 

skills to read cvc wor ds. Chi l dren 

to begi n to recogni se HF W.  

Chil dren to begi n to read so me 

si mpl e capti ons, e. g. the cat and 

the dog 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 3 

Chil dren to recogni se and say all 

Phase 2 si ngl e sounds and start to 

i dentify some di graphs. Chi l dren 

to read wor ds wi th doubl e l etters 

and l onger wor ds. Chil dren to 

read capti ons and sent ences.  

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 3 

Chil dren to read wor ds whi ch 

contai n t wo or mor e di graphs,  

compound wor ds and pl ural s. 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 4 

Chil dren to read short vowel cvcc, 

ccvc, ccvcc and cccvc wor ds. Chil dren 

al so to read root wor ds wi th i ng, ed, 

est endi ngs. 

 

 

 

Wor d Readi ng 

Littl e Wandl e Phase 4 

Chil dren to read l ong vowel cvcc, ccvc, 

cccvc and ccvcc wor ds.  Chi l dren to read 

root wor ds endi ng i n i ng, ed, er, est. 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to use tal k to li nk ideas, 

cl arify thi nki ng and feeli ngs. They will 

wri te thei r na me by copyi ng it from a 

na me card or try to wri te it from 

me mor y.  Some chil dren may begi n 

to wri te some i niti al sounds such as 

‘ m’ for mu m.  

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to orall y seg ment sounds i n 

si mpl e wor ds, e. g. c-a-t. and say the 

i niti al sounds i n most wor ds.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to draw li nes and ci rcl es and 

wri te some recogni sabl e l etters from 

thei r na me.  

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to seg ment cvc wor ds 

and attempt to wri te the m usi ng 

phoni c sounds that have been 

taught. They may begi n to wri te 

short phrases wi th support and 

know there i s a sound/sy mbol 

rel ati onshi p. Chil dren will wri te 

l etters and stri ngs, sometimes i n 

cl usters li ke wor ds.  

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to wri te thei r own na me 

and i dentify known l etters to 

mat ch i niti al sounds ( phase 2). 

They will al so match some phase 

2 l etters and sounds ( GPC). The 

chil dren will al so wri te VC and 

some CVC wor ds and l abel s e. g. 

c- a-t.  

 
Handwri ti ng:  

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to orall y compose a 

capti on and hol d it i n thei r 

me mor y bef ore attempti ng to 

wri te it ( wi th support).   

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to wri te VC and CVC 

wor ds i ndependentl y usi ng 

taught Phase 2 graphe mes.   

 

Handwri ti ng:   

Chil dren to show a domi nant 

hand and write from l eft to ri ght 

and top to bottom, f or mi ng 

recogni sabl e l etters. Foll owi ng 

modelli ng, chil dren to use the 

tri pod fi nger grasp when writi ng, 

pai nti ng, chal ki ng etc.  

 

Chil dren to retrace verti cal li nes 

and worki ng on i mpr ovi ng 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to wri te short capti ons 

i ndependentl y. They will also begi n 

to wri te a si mpl e sent ence wi t h 

support. 

 

Spelli ng:   

Chil dren to seg ment to spell wor ds 

i ndependentl y usi ng Phase 2 and 

some taught Phase 3 di graphs. 

Chil dren to al so spell some HF W 

i ndependentl y, e. g the, to etc.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to hol d a pencil effecti vel y 

to f or m recogni sabl e l etters (all 

l owercase l etters). 

 

Chil dren to start usi ng some capi tal 

l etters (uppercase) when writi ng 

and know how to f or m cl ear 

ascenders and descenders. 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:   

Chil dren to conti nue devel opi ng the 

ability to wri te capti ons and short 

sent ences i ndependentl y. They can 

al so read thei r writi ng back to 

the msel ves.  

 

Spelli ng:    

Chil dren to spell wor ds by drawi ng on 

knowl edge of known graphe me 

correspondences. Chil dren to make 

phoneti call y pl ausi bl e attempts when 

wri ti ng mor e compl ex unknown 

wor ds.  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to f or m most l ower-case 

l etters correctl y, starti ng and 

fi ni shi ng i n the ri ght pl ace, goi ng the 

ri ght way round and correctl y 

ori entat ed. Chil dren to i nclude 

spaces bet ween wor ds wi th support. 

Wri ti ng 

Co mposi ti on:  

Chil dren to wri te short sentences wi th 

wor ds wi th known l etter-sound 

correspondences usi ng a capi tal l etter 

and f ull stop. Chil dren to also wri te 

di fferent text for ms f or different 

pur poses (e. g., lists, si mpl e stori es, 

i nstructi ons). They can read thei r own 

sent ences and so can teachers.  

 

Spelli ng:  

Chil dren to spell wor ds by drawi ng on 

knowl edge of known graphe me 

correspondences. Chil dren to make 

phoneti call y pl ausi bl e attempts when 

wri ti ng mor e compl ex unknown wor ds.  

Chil dren to al so spell mor e HF W 

i ndependentl y, e. g. he, she, we, be, me  

 

Handwri ti ng:  

Chil dren to use a pencil confi dentl y to 

wri te l etters that can be cl earl y 
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Chil dren will for m l etters fro m 

thei r na me correctl y, focussi ng 

on modelli ng comf ortabl e pen 

gri p. They will begi n to f orm 

ot her recogni sabl e l etters from 

Phase 2 phoni cs usi ng the Littl e 

Wa ndl e l etter for mati on phrases.  

anti cl ock wi se move ments. When 

wri ti ng wor ds, chil dren to lear n 

to control thei r l etter si ze.  

 

Chil dren to be gi ven regul ar 
remi nders about post ure when 
wor ki ng at tabl es: forear ms on 
the tabl e and feet fl at on the 
fl oor. 

 

Focus on devel opi ng a comfortabl e 

way of wri ti ng – tri pod pencil gri p, 

posi ti on on paper, writi ng from l eft 

to wri te when wri ti ng. 

Anti cl ock wi se move ments 

focussed; chil dren shoul d be abl e 

to retrace verti cal li nes.  

 recogni sed and f or m some capi tal l etters 

correctl y. Chil dren to i ndependentl y use 

fi nger spaces bet ween thei r wor ds.  

 

Co mpr ehensi on ELG: De monstrate understandi ng of what has been read to them by retelli ng stori es and narrati ves usi ng thei r own wor ds and recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary. Anti ci pate (wher e appr opri ate) key events i n stori es. Use 

and understand recentl y i ntroduced vocabul ary duri ng di scussi ons about stori es, non-fi cti on, rhy mes and poe ms and duri ng rol e pl ay.  

 

Wor d Readi ng ELG: Say a sound f or each l etter i n the al phabet and at l east 10 digraphs. Read wor ds consi stent wi th thei r phoni c knowl edge by sound- bl endi ng. Read al oud si mpl e sentences and books that are consi stent wi th thei r 

phoni c knowl edge, i ncl udi ng some common excepti on wor ds.  

 

Wri ti ng ELG: Wri te recogni sabl e l etters, most of whi ch are correctl y for med. Spell wor ds by i dentifyi ng sounds i n the m and representi ng the sounds wi th a l etter or l etters. Wri te si mpl e phrases and sent ences that can be read by 

ot hers. 

Li nks to KS1 

readi ness    

Lear ni ng to Read 
 Devel opi ng phone mi c knowl edge through ALS phoni cs and ot her phoni c opport uni ti es.  
 Devel opi ng a knowl edge of stori es i ncl udi ng rhy me and i dentify the rhy mi ng words wi thi n the m.   
 Devel opi ng thei r skills and abiliti es to compr ehend wi thi n fa mili ar stori es, and from pi ctures i n ill ustrated stori es.  

 
Readi ng to Learn 
Devel opi ng thei r skills and abiliti es i n retelli ng fa mili ar stori es. 
Recogni si ng that books have i nf or mati on that hel ps the m t o l earn.  
 
Readi ng f or Enj oy ment  

 Routi nel y accessi ng pi cture books and stori es 
 Li steni ng to ot hers expressivel y tell stori es.  
 Lear ni ng that stori es and books can put the m i n i magi nary worl ds full of advent ure and excitement.  

Lear ni ng to Wri te  
 Hol ds pencil s, pens and ot her marki ng maki ng tool s appr opri atel y so that they can make marks i n an i ncreasi ngl y 

controll ed way.  
 To expl ore l anguage and vocabul ary i n stori es and the envi ron ment, and begi n to use the m accuratel y when 

tal ki ng.  
  

Wri ti ng to Lear n  
 Wri te i ndependentl y to communi cate thei r thoughts and i deas about thei r li ved experi ences.  
 Wri te wor ds and sent ences to hel p the m t o reme mber what they have done.  
  

Wri ti ng f or Enj oy ment  
Have opport uni ti es to make marks, and then to wri te about thi ngs i n the worl d around the m t hat they are inspi red 
to wri te about.  
 

  
 


